
Medicare 
Medical Equipment 

Guidelines 

The physician’s Rx must include: 
 
1.  Start date of the order 
2.  Patient’s name, date of birth, weight, HIC# (if applicable) 
3.  Description of medical equipment ordered 
4.  Diagnosis 
5.  Medical condition requiring the commode 
6.  Physician’s signature and date 

 
  

 Criteria for a bedside commode to be covered: 
 
· Patient is confined to a single room of the home. 
· The patient’s medical condition confines him/her to a single level and       
      there is no toilet facility on that level. 
· There is no toilet facilities in the home. 

 
  

A heavy-duty beside commode is covered if: 
 
· The patient’s weight is over 300 lbs. 
 
  

 Bedside commode with detachable arms is covered if: 
 
·   The detachable arm feature is required to facilitate patient transfer, or 
·   The patient has a body configuration that requires extra width. 
 
Any other conditions substantiating need for a commode, please explain 
on the Rx. 

 
 

 
Erie:  1700 Peach Street    •  (814) 877-6121 
Bradford: 600 Chestnut Street  • (814) 362-8141 
Meadville: 303 Chestnut Street  • (814) 337-6900 
Jamestown: 15 S. Main Street      • (716) 664-5092 
Fredonia: 37 W. Main Street     • (716) 672-4704    

Bedside Commode 

01/22/08 


